
Why MAW?
 
A true Backyard Baseball experience
Backyard Baseball is a competitive, skilled, and accessible 
version of traditional baseball. At an MAW tournament, a team 
needs only two players to enter. The utilization of the baseball 
sized Wiffle® Ball, scaled down field dimensions and automatic 
hit rules allow for a game that maintains the key skills of base-
ball – hitting, pitching, and fielding – while allowing a wider 
range of players to compete at a high level. We offer a skilled 
and competitive game, but also one with relatively low barriers 
to entry. The Wiffle® Ball does not discriminate – any individual 
can become a competitive Backyard Baseball player with the 
right amount of practice. If you have a friend, a bat, a ball, and 
a desire to compete than you are ready to play. It is that simple!
 
Tournament Cash Prizes
Mid Atlantic tournament champions never walk away emp-
ty-handed. At every regular season tournament, the champion 
receives a cash prize – 60% of the total entry fees in 2017 – as 
a reward for winning. Additionally, a portion of regular season 
tournament entry fees – 40% in 2017 – are set aside for the 
Championship Tournament prize pool. Overall in 2017, MAW 
paid out $3,100 in cash prizes. It pays to play in the Mid 
Atlantic! 

One of a kind setting
The only thing better than playing the game is playing the 
game on MAW’s Sheff Field at our York, PA complex. Sheff 
Field combines the beauty of its natural setting (a breathtak-
ing wall of trees that serves as the batter’s eye) with unique 
dimensions (a gradual building right field wall that peaks at 
10 feet high 75 feet down the line) and tributes to the past, 
present, and future of the game (the Wall of Wifflers to honor 
legendary players and signs honoring the MAW award win-
ners). Sheff Field is in a class of its own and one of the finest 
backyard fields in the eastern United States. Its counterpart 
– Sam Horn – is no slouch either. The field looks out on miles 
of green grass & trees and blue skies extending off into the dis-
tance. MAW uses high quality equipment for all of our fields, 
ensuring the best possible game play experience.
 
Open to all skill and experience levels
Our tournaments open to all players and teams regardless 
of age, skill or experience level. We have given careful con-
sideration to our rules and formats to allow for players of all 
types to have an enjoyable experience. Highly skilled level 
players will find the high level of competition they seek. Less 
experienced teams will find that they are not alone in MAW 
tournament fields and are also given a chance to test their skills 
against higher caliber competition. Good sportsmanship is 
central to our events. Whether a team leaves with cash in their 
pockets, a few new tips and tricks for the future, or a few good 
memories, there is something for everyone in the Mid Atlantic.

Scuff It!
 
Similar to how baseballs are rubbed up with mud before they 
are used in Major League Baseball games (to make the balls 
less slick and easier to grip), so too are Wiffle® Balls generally 
altered before they are used in games. In MAW, this decision 
is left up to the individual player. Many players find it helpful 
to lightly scuff the ball by rubbing it on the ground, against a 
wall, or with sandpaper. This is done to give the unpredictable 
Wiffle® Ball a more predictable flight pattern. Others prefer to 
use slightly used balls in pursuit of predictability. There are yet 
others who prefer to throw a ball right out of the box and use 
the unpredictability of the movement to their advantage. There 
are no secrets and no one way to get a Wiffle® Ball game-ready 
– it is all about experimenting and finding what works best for 
you.

* To protect the integrity of the ball (form and durability), MAW does not allow any 
tool other than sandpaper to be used for purposes of scuffing a ball. Balls that have been 
altered with the use of a knife or other tools are prohibited.

Stay Up to Date
 
No tournaments going on? No worries – 
www.midatlanticwiffle.com has you covered!
 
The official MAW website is updated regularly with tourna-
ment previews and recaps, highlight videos, music videos, 
articles on current and upcoming seasons, articles on the sport’s 
long presence in the Mid Atlantic area, season statistics and 
more. In addition, the website has all of the information need-
ed you need to get ready for the next tournament including the 
season schedule, full rule book, FAQ, and online registration 
form. Coming soon to www.midatlanticwiffle.com is our brand 
new podcast, Shop MAW, and advanced statistics for the 2017 
season. The site is optimized for mobile viewing so you never 
have to be too far away even when on the go.
 

 
          

          @midatlanticwiff           facebook.com/midatlanticwiffle 
 

 
General Inquiries:  midatlanticwiff@gmail.com
 
Specific Questions: Tim Cooke (tournament director)
                                  timcooke1982@gmail.com  
                                           301-661-7980

www.midatlanticwiffle.com



2017 Season by the Numbers
 
0   The number of home runs allowed by Jarod Bull (York Yaks) in 33 regular season innings
0.13   The ERA (per 4 innings) of Jordan Robles in 31 innings of work during the regular and     

  post season
5              The number of regular seasons tournaments held during the 2017 season
8             Number of homeruns hit by regular season homerun champ Jerry Hill (Barrel Bruisers)
29            The total number of teams that participated in 2017 regular season tournaments
53                The number of players who played at least one game in 2017
58                Walks drawn by Paul Cooke (Stompers) during the regular and post-season
68                The number of games (including the Championship Tournament) played in the Mid               

  Atlantic this year
164              Strikeouts recorded by regular season MVP Connor Young (My Name is ERL) during     

  the regular season
245              The number of batters Young faced during three regular season tournaments
686              Total number of hits during the 2017 season
$1,400         The Championship Tournament purse
$1,700  The regular season purse
$3,100         Total dollar value of cash prizes awarded by MAW in 2017 

Rules at a Glance
 
• No base running; hits are determined by where the ball is 

hit in the field
  Singles: ball not fielded cleanly in front of the singles  

 line or a ball that hits the ground passed the singles  
 line

  Doubles: ball that reaches the outfield fence but does  
 not hit the fence in the air

  Triples: ball that hits the outfield fence in the air
  Homeruns: ball that clears the outfield fence
• 4 ball, 2 strike count
• 3 outs per inning
• 23 inch x 27 inch target strike zone determines balls and 

strikes
• Two pitching distances
  45 feet to home plate for scuffed ball throwers
  42 feet for non-scuffed ball pitchers
• Groundball outs are successfully completed when the 

fielder throws the ball and hits the 8 foot x 4 foot backstop 
in the air

• Balls may be scuffed or rubbed up on concrete or by using 
sandpaper. Knifes or other tools are NOT prohibited in 
altering the ball.

Sheff Field - October 2017


